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COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND INJUNCTIVE
RELIEF UNDER TITLE 42 U.S.C.A. SECTION 1983, ET SEQ,
TITLE 42 U.S.C.A. SECTION 1988 AND TITLE 28 U.S.C.A. SECTION 1367
The complaint of Shannon Kohler, citizen of the United States and resident of East Baton
Rouge Parish, Louisiana with respect shows that
1.
Shannon Kohler is a citizen of the United States, residing at 2482 Louisiana Avenue,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana in the Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana.
2.
The jurisdiction of this court is conferred by Title 42 Section 1983 and 1988 of the
United States Code and Title 28 Section 1367 providing supplemental jurisdiction for state law
claims.
3.
Defendants are Elmer Litchfield, Sheriff and chief law enforcement officer of East Baton
Rouge Parish, Louisiana; Pat Englade, Chief of Police of the City of Baton Rouge; Christopher

Johnson, a Baton Rouge City Police Officer; the City of Baton Rouge, a political subdivision of

the State of Louisiana and employer of Pat Englade and of Christopher Johnson; and the Parish
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of East Baton Rouge, a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana and employer of Elmer
Litchfield.
4,

On September 23, 2001 Ms. Gina Green was murdered in her home on Stanford Avenue,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; on May 31, 2002 Ms. Charlotte Pace was murdered in her home on
Sharlo Avenue, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; on July 12, 2002, Mrs. Pamela Kinamore was abducted
from her home on Briarwood Place, Baton Rouge, Louisiana and later found murdered in
Iberville Parish at the Whiskey Bay Exit off Interstate Highway 10.

5.

Police investigation as announced to the public, revealed that DNA evidence obtained
from each victim came from the same person.

6.

After the murders, a “task force”, designated “serial killer task force” was formed
including officers of the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office, Baton Rouge City Police,
Louisiana State Police, and possibly others. On information and belief, the “task force” was not
given any legal status, but was an unofficial group. It appeared to be directed by Elmer
Litchfield and Pat Englade.

7.

A task force spokesperson, Baton Rouge City Police Corporal Mary Anne God(;wa,
called for the public to call in any information they might have relating to the case. The
statements were made publicly by television and radio broadcast and released to the newspapers
over a period of several months. She also appeared on television in several press conferences,

announcing findings and information about the investigation.



8.

Included in the information publicly released by Corporal Godowa, was the fact that the
killer had left a bloody footprint from a size 10 or 11 Rawlins running shoe in th;a residence of
one of the victims.

9.

As a part of the request for information, a telephone number announced to receive calls
received several thousand calls. At a time unknown to Shannon Kohler, two “tips” were
supposedly received from different persons stating that Shannon Kohler was a “possible person”
to be checked.

10.

Task force detectives including Christoper Johnson made several telephone calls and a
visit to Shannon Kohler asking him to submit to a swabbing for DNA testing. When he refused
they said if he didn’t “voluntarily” give a sample a court order would be obtained and he would
“possibly get his name in the paper.” He told detectives he wore size 14 shoes and boots.

T 1L

An Affidavit for Seizure Warrant under Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article 161 et
seq, was prepared by Detective Christopher Johnson of the Baton Rouge City Police Department
and submitted to Judge Richard Anderson of the 19" Judicial District Court requesting a Seizure
Warrant issue for the seizure of the Body of Shannon Kohler. The affidavit did not establish
probable cause to believe that Shannon Kohler had committed any of the three crimes. Included
in the affidavit was inf(;rmation given to the Police Officers By Shannon Kohler, that he had been
convicted of burglary in 1982. Concealed from the affidavit and therefore from the judge, was

the information he conveyed to the officers that he had received a full pardon in 1996.















