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1. (U} THIS IS AN ACTION CABLE - SEE PARA 5.

2. {(SBU) IN THE LAST THREE DAYS, LOCAL MEDIA HAVE RUN
FRONT-PAGE STORIES ON THE ALLEGED PURCHASE BY ATLANTA-BASED
CHOICEPOINT OF THE FEDERAL ELECTORAL INSTITUTE'S (IFE)
ELECTORAL REGISTRY THAT INCLUDES 60 MILLION MEXICAN VOTERS'
DATA, AND ANOTHER DATABASE WITH INFORMATION ON SIX MILLION
DRIVERS LICENSES FROM MEXICO CITY. THE MIAMI HERALD RAN A
STORY ON THE SAME ISSUE ON APRIL 14 INDICATING THAT THE DATA i
MINING FIRM HAS PURCHASED SIMILAR "OFFICIALS" RECORDS FROM A |
NUMBER OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES. MEXICAN EDITORIALS HAVE DECRIED

THE ALLEGED SALE OF INFORMATION TO THE AMERICAN COMPANY,

SPINNING CONSPIRACY THEORIES ABOUT THE INFORMATION'S LIKELY

USE AND MISUSE BY THE CIA, FBI, AND DEA. ON APRIL 14, THE

IFE FILED A FORMAL COMPLAINT AGAINST THE "TO BE DETERMINED"

OFFICIAL(S) RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SALE OF THE INFORMATION.

PROMINENT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE BEGUN TO SPEAK OUT

NEGATIVELY ON THE ISSUE. SO FAR THE MEDIA IS THE MAIN ARENA

FOR THE STORY, BUT A POTENTIAL FIRESTORM MAY BE BREWING.
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3. (U) ON APRIL 15, MILENIO NEWSPAPER RAN AN INTERVIEW WITH
JAMES LEE, SPOKESMAN FOR CHOICEPOINT, IN WHICH LEE AFFIRMED
THAT USG AGENCIES REGULARLY USE CHOICEPOINT INFORMATION FOR
FIGHTING DRUG TRAFFICKING AND TERRORISM. .
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