June 7, 2011
VIA FACSIMILE: (540) 868-4997
David M. Hardy, Section Chief, Record/Information Dissemination Section
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Record/Information Dissemination Section
170 Marcel Drive
Winchester, VA 22602-4483
RE: Freedom of Information Act Request and Request for Expedited Processing
Dear Mr. Hardy:
This letter constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”),
5 U.S.C. § 552, and is submitted on behalf of the Electronic Privacy Information Center
(“EPIC”). EPIC seeks documents detailing the criteria by which individuals are placed
on the No Fly List and Selectee List, the criteria used to remove a person from the No Fly
List and Selectee List, the total number of individuals on these lists, the total number of
United States citizens on these lists, and records indicating whether individuals have been
notified that they are on either the No Fly List or Selectee List.
Background
The Terrorist Screening Center (“TSC”) was created in 2003 pursuant to
Homeland Security Presidential Directive 6 (“HSPD-6”) and was tasked with creating a
unified terrorist screening watchlist.1 The primary database administered by the TSC, the
Terrorist Screening Database (“TSDB”), was created to fulfill this mandate.2
Both the No Fly List and Selectee List were created by the FBI before being
transferred to the purview of the Transportation Security Administration (“TSA”) in
2002. 3 When the TSC was created, it began maintaining and administering the No Fly
List and Selectee List on December 1, 2003.4 Today, the No Fly List and Selectee List
are subsets of the TSDB, and entries on these lists must meet specific requirements above
the baseline set by the TSDB.5
The limited available public information about how the TSC adds names to the
TSDB suggests that it does so if there is “reasonable suspicion that they are known or
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reasonably suspected of terrorism.”6 However, there have been few public statements
about what criteria elevate a person to the No Fly List or the Selectee List.
TSC spokesperson Trent Duffy said on February 16, 2011 that “[individuals on
the No Fly List] have to (be) believed to be a threat to the aircraft or to the airspace in
which that aircraft is set to travel. They also have to be operationally capable of bringing
down said aircraft.”7 In 2009, TSC Director Timothy Healy testified before Congress
that “[t]he ‘No Fly’ list has its own minimum substantive derogatory criteria
requirements which are considerably more stringent than the Terrorist Watchlist’s
reasonable suspicion standard.”8
Since the beginning of 2010, multiple news outlets have reported that the TSC
relaxed these criteria, thus making it easier for individuals to be placed on the No Fly
List; presumably, a similar change has occurred regarding the Selectee List.9
Similarly, the TSC maintains criteria for determining whether an individual
should be removed from the No Fly List or the Selectee List. In 2009, the FBI told the
Senate Judiciary Committee that as many as 600 names per day are suggested by other
executive agencies to be removed from the TSDB, but it is not clear how many of these
names overlap with those on the No Fly List. 10 Nevertheless, the apparent trimming of
the No Fly List and Selectee List that occurred before December 200911 indicates that
specific criteria exist for removing individuals.
In the past five years, reports of the size of the No Fly List and Selectee List have
varied from 44,000 and 75,000, respectively, in 2006,12 to 3,400 individuals on the No
Fly List in 2009.13 Most recently, the No Fly List was said to have increased to 6,000
individuals between December 2009 and May 2010.14 There is a clear lack of accurate
information in the public domain on the size of the No Fly List and Selectee List. There
also appears to be no recent data on the number of United States citizens on the lists, even
though tens of thousands of Americans are potentially affected.
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Documents Requested
EPIC requests copies of the following agency records:
1. All documents detailing the criteria used to place an individual who is already in
the TSDB on the No Fly List
2. All documents detailing the criteria used to place an individual who is already in
the TSDB on the Selectee List
3. All documents detailing the criteria used to remove an individual from the No Fly
List.
4. All documents detailing the criteria used to remove an individual from the
Selectee List.
5. All documents relating to the current number of individuals of the No Fly List.
6. All documents relating to the current number of individuals of the Selectee List.
7. All documents relating to the current number of United States citizens on the No
Fly List.
8. All documents relating to the current number of United States citizens on the
Selectee List.
9. All documents detailing whether individuals on the No Fly List have been notified
of their presence on the list.
10. All documents detailing whether individuals on the Selectee List have been
notified of their presence on the list.
Request for Expedited Processing
This request warrants expedited processing because it is made by “a person
primarily engaged in disseminating information . . .” and it pertains to a matter about
which there is an “urgency to inform the public about an actual or alleged federal
government activity.” 5. U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(II) (2008); Al-Fayed v. CIA, 254 F.3d
300, 306 (D.C. Cir. 2001).
EPIC is “primarily engaged in disseminating public information.” American Civil
Liberties Union v. Department of Justice, 321 F. Supp. 2d 24, 29 n.5 (D.D.C. 2004).
There is a particular urgency for the public to obtain information about the criteria
used to place an individual on the No Fly List or Selectee List, as well as the sizes of
these lists, because of the large number of individuals who fly each year. The Federal

Aviation Administration (“FAA”) estimates that there will be 737.4 million airline
passengers this year in the United States.15 Given the large number of Americans who
partake in flying, the potential impact of the No Fly List and Selectee List is enormous.
The documents requested by EPIC will inform the public about the effectiveness of these
lists and the potential for being adversely affected by them.
Request for “News Media” Fee Status
EPIC is a “representative of the news media” for fee waiver purposes. EPIC v.
Department of Defense, 241 F. Supp. 2d 6 (D.D.C. 2003). Based on our status as a “news
media” requester, we are entitled to receive the requested record with only duplication
fees asserted. Further, because disclosure of this information will “contribute greatly
public understanding of the operation or activities of the government,” and duplication
fees should be waived.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. As 5 U.S.C. §
552(a)(6)(E)(ii)(I) provides, I will anticipate your determination on our request within ten
(10) calendar days.
Sincerely,
Andrew Christy
EPIC Law Clerk
John Verdi
Director
EPIC Open Government Project
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